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1. Claims 1-28 are pending. Claims 1, 9, 19, and 23 are independent. 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed December 17, 2004 has been approved. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the. 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-11, 17-20, 22-25, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Anderson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,680,749). 

Regarding claim 1, Anderson discloses a digital camera (110 in Fig. 1, col. 4, 
lines 40-67, col. 5) comprising a photoelement array (image sensor 224) for acquiring 
image data, a memory (internal memory of computer 1 18 of camera 1 10 in Figs. 1 and 
3, Figs. 4A and 4B, col. 6, lines 33-55) for saving the image data (col. 5, lines 1-17 and 
35-57), a processor (CPU 344 in Fig. 3) in communication with the memory (Fig. 3), a 
display (402 in Fig. 3) in communication with the processor (CPU 344 in Fig. 3) for 
exhibiting the image data, a plurality of navigation buttons (left, right, up, and down 
buttons 410a, 410b, 411a, and 411b, respectively, of four-way navigation control button 
409 of user interface 408 in Fig. 5A), a plurality of operation buttons (Fig. 5B, including 
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shutter button 418, zoom buttons 426a, 426b, sound recording 426, buttons 41.6, and 
status LCD scroll and select buttons 422 and 424, col. 7, lines 35-45), and program 
code stored in the memory and executed by the processor (CPU 344) (Fig. 3, col. 5, line 
66 - col. 6, line 2), the program code comprising a menu navigation interface module for 
allowing a user to select one of a plurality of menu options in response to the invocation 
of one of the navigation buttons, so that the functionality of the plurality of navigation 
buttons changes from a first set of navigation button operating functions to a second set 
of navigation button operating functions which correspond to a plurality of menu 
functions associated with a selected menu (col. 9, line 5 - col. 11, line 2, col. 13, lines 
34-46). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, the program code in the computer (118) of camera 
(110) further comprises a first code segment for demarcating one of a plurality of menu 
options displayed on the display (402), the demarcating representing a selection of one 
of the menu options (col. 10, lines 11-47). The demarcation is directionally moved 
among the plurality of menu options using the navigation buttons (410a, 410b, 411a, 
and 41 1b). 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, the demarcation (discussed for claim 3) is bi- 
directionally moved using a pair (411a and 41 1 b) of the navigation buttons, the pair 
being the up and down buttons (41 1a and 41 1b). 

Regarding claim 7, the selection of the option (of menu) is confirmed by the user 
through invocation of operation button (run button 416) (Fig. 10B, col. 10, lines 12-67). 
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Regarding claim 8, the digital camera of Anderson et al. further comprises an I/O 
(348) for communicating image data to a remote device (col. 5, lines 58-61). 

Claim 9 is rejected for the reasons given for claim 1 . Claim 9 recites "capturing 
means", "storage means", "processing means", etc., instead of "a photoelement array", 
"a memory", "a processor", etc., of claim 1 . The "means" of claim 9 are met by the 
components of the digital camera of Anderson et al. that correspond to the components 
of claim 1 discussed above, except the claim 9 "a navigation means" that is met by the 
navigation means (409) of Anderson et al. (Fig. 5A). 

Claim 10 is rejected for the same reason as given for claim 2, for claiming the 
same limitation. 

Regarding claim 11, the navigation means (409 in Fig. 5A) comprises navigation 
means (41 0a, 41 0b, 411a, and 41 1 b) for moving the demarcation among the menu 
options (see also discussion for claims 2 and 3). 

Regarding claim 17, Anderson et al. discloses means (I/O 348) for 
communicating image data to a remote device (Fig. 3, col. 5, lines 58-61). 

Method claims 18, 19 and 22 are rejected for the reasons given for 
corresponding apparatus claims 1 , 2 and 8, respectively. 

Method claim 20 is rejected for the reasons given for corresponding apparatus 
claims 3 and 7. 

Claims 23 and 24 claim a computer readable medium having a program for 
manipulating image data acquired by a digital camera, which is also disclosed by 
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Anderson et al. since the digital camera of Anderson et al. has a computer (118) for 
controlling the camera (Figs. 1 and 3, col. 5, lines 1-17, col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 2; 
Figs. 5A and 5B, col. 7, line 35 - col. 10, line 67). Please also see discussions for 
claims 1 and 2 above. The plurality of navigation buttons of Anderson et al. is the 
navigation buttons (410a, 410b, 41 1a, and 41 1 b). 

For claim 25 depending on claim 24, see discussion for claims 3, 23 and 24. 

For claim 28 depending on claim 23, see discussions for claims 8, 23 and 24. 

5. Claims 4, 12-16, 21, 26, and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 4, 12, 21, and 26 each require that one of the navigation buttons as 

defined is used or invocated to exit from the menu when the one navigation button is 
selected by the user. This feature is not taught by Anderson et al. Instead of using one 
of the navigation buttons (410a, 410b, 411a, and 411b), Anderson et al. uses the button 
(414 in Fig. 5A) to exit the menu (col. 10, lines 15-18), which button (414) does not 
having the function of a navigation button as defined in the claim(s). 

Claims 13-16 depending on claim 12 would be allowable for the reason given for 
claim 12. 
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Claim 27 depending on claim 26 would be allowable for the reason given for 
claim 26. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Anderson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,765,61 2), 
Capps (U.S. Patent No. 5,544,295) and 
Capps (U.S. Patent No. 5,596,694). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7407. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571 ) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Cheukfan Lee 
July 6, 2005 




